
 

 

 

Official Proceedings 

St. Landry Primary School, Inc. d/b/a 

St. Landry Charter School 

Opelousas, LA 

  
October 19, 2021 

 
A meeting of the St. Landry Charter School Governance Board was called to order 
by the President and convened in regular session on Tuesday, October 19th, 2021 at 
5:30 p.m. at 1802 Wilson Drive, Opelousas, LA. Roll was called and reported as 
follows:  

Present: Jack Ortego, Norma Johnson, Stephen Morrow, Albert Simien Sr., 
and Dwight Brown. Absent was Shelby Santiago.  

 
Also in attendance: Debra Faul, Executive Director, Elsie Semien, School Principal. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and followed by a moment of silence. 
 
Reading of the minutes of September 21, 2021 was dispensed with, and said minutes 
were approved by motion of Stephen Morrow, seconded by Albert Simien, and 
carried with no objections. 
 
President Ortego reported he felt that things were going well, issues were being 
addressed, and commended the staff for their continued efforts and progress.  
 
Academic Committee Report: 
This meeting was cancelled due to having no items for discussion and/or 
recommendation.  
 
 
 

 
 



 

 

Finance Committee Oral Report:   
 

1. ESSER assets and COVID reserves were discussed with Mariangie Hill, 
Melisssa Fox, and Joe Neary of 4th Sector Solutions via virtual access. It was 
reported that Funds will become available once approved by the state. A 
definite date has not yet been established. No action was necessary. 

 
2. Ms. Faul presented the request to acquire Southwest Elementary School which 

is vacant and currently being advertised for sale by the St. Landry Parish 
School Board. A lengthy discussion was heard in which were discussed 
several aspects including the enforcement of R.S. § 17:3982(B)(1)(a) which 
says a charter school has the first option to acquire the property. During the 
discussion, the Charter School’s attorney recommended taking legal action. 
After further discussion, it was moved by Dwight Brown, seconded by Albert 
Semien, and carried with no objections, that the president is hereby granted 
authority to purchase Southwest Elementary School and take all necessary 
legal action to halt/enjoin the bidding process by the St. Landry Parish School 
Board for sale of Southwest Elementary be recommended to the full Board 
for approval.   

 
With no further business for discussion, the Finance Committee was adjourned by 
motion of Stephen Morrow and seconded by Norma Johnson, with no objections.  
 

Governance/Strategic Planning Committee Oral Report: 
 

1. The appointment of Anitra Gradnigo as Board Member replacing Kathy 
Soileau whose resignation had been approved, was presented for 
recommendation. Upon motion of Norma Johnson, and seconded by Stephen 
Ortego, the appointment of Ms. Gradnigo was recommended to the full 
Board for approval. 

 
2. Ms. Faul presented the goals for strategic planning for the 2021-2022 school 

year as follows:  Review facilities to ensure adequate space for student 
enrollment 

a. Review transportation contract and its cost effectiveness 
b. Review food service contract to provide meals that students will eat 
c. Review programs and curriculum to determine student achievement 



 

 

d. Review financial well-being of school and plan for the future 
 
A brief discussion was held after which it was moved by Stephen Morrow, 
seconded by Albert Semien, and unanimously carried that the above goals be 
recommended for approval.  

 
3. Executive Director, Debra Faul, introduced the candidate to replace previous 

board member Kathy Soileau. She stated that Anitra Gradnigo, potential 
candidate, has shown her dedication to St. Landry Charter School through 
giving of her time, hosting school events, and donations of supplies for the 
school. It was moved by Norma Johnson, that Anitra Gradnigo replace 
Kathy Soileau on the Charter School Board and was second Stephen 
Morrow. There being no objections, the motion was carried.  

 
4. With no further business pending before the Board for approval, the meeting 

was unanimously adjourned by motion of Stephen Morrow and seconded by 
Albert Semien.  

 
 
 
Jack D. Ortego, President  
St. Landry Parish Charter School Board  
 
 
 


